
Key Stage 2 
SATs 2023

Information for parents



What are the SATs?

 Statutory Assessment Tests

 More formal way of testing pupils compared 
with KS1, e.g two at a desk, working in silence.

 Same test is taken all over the country on the 
same day

 Reports to parents and to the local authority 
include a mixture of teacher assessment levels 
and test levels. This will be explained in more 
detail later on.



Why do we do them?

 They show what level your child is currently working to

 They give teachers the chance to see how children are doing in 
comparison to their peers not only within the same school, but 
also nationally.

 SATs are a useful tool to see how well a child has progressed from 
KS1 to KS2, and they also give secondary schools a base to 
compare against when the time comes for your child to leave 
Year 6 and make the journey up to KS3!

 Head teachers, Local Authorities and the Department for 
Education also use SATs data to identify how primary schools are 
performing.



SATs jargon

 Expected level/standard: A score of 100 means that 
your child is working at the expected standard.

 Raw score: This is the number of marks your child 
can get on the tests.

 Scaled Score: This is a score that is converted to 
allow SATs results to be compared year on year. This 
helps to take into account particularly difficult test 
years and other factors.



Which tests will our children sit?

• Reading 50 marks

• Grammar, punctuation & spelling

Short answer questions     50 marks

Spelling test 20 marks

English



KS2 reading SATs:

One paper with questions that are based on 3 passages of 

text. Students get 1 hour to answer the questions on the 

paper.





KS2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling SATs:

• The written element of the spelling, punctuation and grammar SATs 

consists of a grammar and punctuation paper which lasts for 45 minutes.

• There is also a 20-word spelling test which lasts around 15 minutes.













creature 

enough

 reception 

numb 

division 

sighed 

navigation

thoughtful 

offered 

muscle 

curiously 

courage 

disagreement 

pyramid 

excellent 

generous 

chorus 

tongue 

accidentally 

deceive 



Which tests will our children sit?

Maths

 Reasoning paper 1 35 marks (40 minutes)

 Reasoning paper 2  35 marks (40 minutes)

 Arithmetic paper 40 marks (30 minutes)



KS2 Maths SATs:

Paper 1 is the arithmetic paper which 

will last for 30 minutes. It will contain 

fixed response questions where 

children have to give the correct 

answers to calculations.

Papers 2 and 3 will involve a wider 

range of question types including 

multiple choice, true or false and 

reasoning based. Both papers will last 

40 minutes each.
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When are the tests?



Access Arrangements

Certain children will be eligible for:

• Extra time
• Reader
• Transcriber
• Amanuensis 

• These arrangements will already be in place 
and part of usual test practice.



Who has to sit the tests?

 All children working at or just below the expected 
standard and who have completed the Key Stage 2 
programme of study must take the tests.

 Pupils working too far below the expected standard 
may not sit the test- teacher to decide.

 All pupils need to be in school for the week.



How are the tests marked?
KS2 tests are marked externally. 

Each child will receive:

 a raw score – the actual number they 
received in their SATs

 a scaled score – a conversion score that 
allows results to be compared year-on-year

 confirmation of whether or not they 
achieved the national standard 



What about writing?

There is no writing test. Teachers will assess 
children’s writing based on what they have 
produced independently in school over the year.

What is reported in terms of writing?
•Working towards the expected standard
•Working at the expected standard
•Working at greater depth within the expected 
standard. 









When do the KS2 SATs results 2023 
come out?

 For Key Stage 2 children, SATs results day is 4th July 2023 (we allow 
the children to write these down so they can let you know after 
school that day).

 By this date papers will have been marked by the external examiners 
and the raw marks converted into a scaled score. 

 Schools must submit teacher assessment judgements for writing, 
reading, maths and science by 27th June 2023.

 Test results will be reported to parents along with teacher 
assessment judgements in writing, reading, maths and science as 
part of the Annual Report to parents.



Teacher assessment

 On the printout that comes alongside the Annual 
Report, ‘Greater Depth’ is not an identified level. 
Teachers can only assess the children as expected or not 
(except for Writing).

 If your child receives a scaled score of 110 or above in 
their SATs then they are in the ‘Greater Depth’ category. 

 We will identify your child’s level on our school Annual 
Reports. 



How do we prepare the children?

 Thorough coverage of the curriculum

 Development and practise of specific skills
 Time management

 Careful reading of questions

 Constantly encouraging checking

 Mock SATs weeks

 Analysis of papers to target ‘learning gaps’

 Planned revision, including a revision club on 
Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes.









How does revision work?

 Revision will need to be handed in every 
Friday. 

 Revision will be discussed and given out this 
week so the first date to hand revision in will 
be Friday 27th January.

 Revision club will be held on Wednesday and 
Thursday lunchtimes.

 The children will have an opportunity to start 
their revision on Friday morning.



How can you help?

 Support and help with revision

 Create an environment where your child can 
concentrate

 Short breaks

 Listen to any worries and concerns; feedback 
to teacher if appropriate

 Plenty of sleep



Questions 

 If you have any questions, please email the 
Year 6 teachers

 libby.bond@brixworth.org.uk

 Becky.Longley@brixworth.org.uk

 Heather.Reynolds@brixworth.org.uk

 Susan.burton@brixworth.org.uk
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